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Java Films is a Paris based independent 
distributor specialising in current affairs, topical 

news features, investigative reports, social 
affairs, discovery and human interest films. As 
well as distributing documentaries for French 

producers, we also represent filmmakers based 
in Europe, America and Australasia. Every 

month, we publicise powerful new stories from 
around the world. We are also involved in co-

productions and pre-sales. For more information, 
please see www.javafilms.fr   
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Current 
     Affairs 



 
 
 

EVO, PRESIDENTE 
 
Three years in the making 
and featuring exclusive 
access to Evo Morales, 
‘Evo, Presidente’ explores 
the inner workings of 

power in Bolivia. Morale’s reforms, aimed at 
helping the poor, threaten the interests of rich 
landowners and the business elite. There have 
been numerous plots against him. Filmmaker 
Rodrigo Vazquez spent three years following 
Morales, from his presidential campaign through 
the years of bitter struggle for constitutional and 
economic reform. (2009 / 52 MINS/ ENG, SP) 
 
 
 

ARC OF FIRE 
 
They call it ‘Arc of Fire’. 
It’s the biggest operation 
against illegal logging in 
Brazil’s history. And its 
mission is to save the 

Amazon. Since April 08, Federal Police, National 
Security Agents and the Environmental 
Protection Agency have been conducting joint 
operations against the timber mafia. Armed 
policemen scour the Amazon by helicopter, 
looking for signs of illegal deforestation. But 
locals claim ‘Arc of Fire’ is driving them to 
destitution. (2009/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 

 
HAN: THE PRICE OF 
FREEDOM 
 
Every month, hundreds of 
desperate people attempt 
to flee North Korea for 
the South. Only a few 

succeed. Those who make it find themselves 
facing an entirely new set of problems. Many 
have lost contact with their families in North 
Korea. They are free but rootless. Desperately 
alone with their memories. Filmed over a year, 
this is a haunting look at the fate of the North 
Koreans who risked everything to be free. (2009 
/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
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PLAYGROUND 
 

Co-produced by George Clooney, Steven 
Soderbergh and Grant Heslov, this is a 
groundbreaking investigation into the 

multi-million dollar paedophilia industry in 
America. Filmmaker Libby Spears infiltrated the 

brothels of Asia, then traced the sex tourists 
back to America. What she discovered was that 
it is as easy to buy a child in the US as it is in 
Asia. Speaking to pimps, victims and police 

officers, she exposes how young children are 
pushed into prostitution. Running alongside the 

investigation is the personal stories of the 
victims. We follow the main character, Michelle, 
over a five year period. (2009 / 78 & 52 MINS/ 

ENG) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE MERMAIDS’ TEARS: OCEANS OF 
PLASTIC 

 
Oceans are rapidly becoming the world’s rubbish 

dump. Every km of ocean now contains an 
average of 74,000 pieces of plastic. A ‘plastic 
soup’ of waste, killing hundreds of thousands 
of animals every year and leaching chemicals 
slowly up the food chain. In Holland, scientists 
researching the decline of the fulmar bird found 

plastic in the stomachs of 95% of all birds 
sampled; In Germany, chemicals leached from 

plastic have been found to affect the 
reproductive systems of animals, while in 

California, conservationists are seeing increasing 
numbers of whales and dolphins die agonising 

deaths, their guts blocked with rubbish. What will 
be the long term impact of this ’plastic pollution’? 
Can anything be done to clean up our oceans? 
(2009 / 52 MINS/ ENG, FR AVAILABLE IN HD) 
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FREEING INGRID 
BETANCOURT 
 
The sensational story 
behind the liberation of 
Ingrid Betancourt. On the 
2nd July, 2008 the 

Colombian army rescued Ingrid Betancourt, 
FARC’s most valuable hostage. It had taken 
more than six years to secure her freedom. For 
the first time, the military officers involved explain 
what really happened. Exclusive footage, filmed 
by Colombian Special Forces, reveals the last 
days, hours and minutes of the captivity of Ingrid 
Bétancourt... (2009/ 75 & 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

COLOMBIA’S 
HOSTAGE MARKET 
 
In Colombia, kidnapping 
has become a profitable 
business. More than 
20,000 people have been 

abducted in the past ten years. More than 4,000 
remain in captivity. Among the hostages are 
prominent politicians, businessmen and army 
officers. But the majority are normal people. 
Everyone is a potential target. We go behind the 
scenes to investigate the hostage business. 
Meet the victims, kidnappers and police 
negotiators. (2009 / 52 MINS/ FR) 
 
 
 

CARTELS & POLICE 
CORRUPTION: 
INSIDE MEXICO’S 
DRUG WAR 
 
In today’s Mexico, drug 
cartels have become so 

powerful, they’re threatening the stability of the 
country. For the past three years, President 
Calderón has been waging open war on the 
cartels. 10,000 people have been killed. Many 
local police officers have been corrupted by the 
drugs lords. To combat them, the government 
has installed secret cameras in police stations. 
We investigate. (2009 / 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
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PIRATES OF THE 
PUNTLAND 
 
Who are the pirates 
threatening the coast of 
Aden? Where do they 
come from and what do 

they want? The semi autonomous region of 
Puntland, Northeast Somalia, has been dubbed 
‘Pirateland’. It’s of its shores that the majority of 
pirate attacks take place. We follow the case of a 
German couple kidnapped by pirates and join 
the French Navy at sea, tasked with the 
impossible job of patrolling the Aden Gulf. (2009/  
52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

ESCAPING NORTH 
KOREA 
 
Meet Eun Hee. She’s 
willing to do anything to 
escape from North Korea. 
She’s already tried to flee 

once, only to be caught and sent back, where 
she was tortured. She’s made it across the 
Tuman river into China but she’s still not safe. 
We follow Eun Hee and a group of other 
desperate refugees on a perilous 10,000 km trip 
from China to the South. Surviving the journey 
will take all their resources. At any moment, they 
could be discovered. (2009/ 53 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

CHILDREN OF THE 
MADRASSAS 
 
They’re everywhere in 
Senegal. Groups of filthy, 
despondent children, 
some as young as 4, 

desperately begging. But these children haven’t 
run away or been abandoned. They’re ’talibes’, 
students at religious schools. In exchange for a 
Koranic education, they’re forced to beg for more 
than 10 hours a day. And when they’re not 
begging, they’re learning the Koran by heart, 
fighting back sleep and hunger as they dodge 
the master’s whip. (2009 / 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
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CHILD MINERS 
 
Jorge and Alex are 
among thousands of 
children working in 
Bolivia’s mines for less 
than a dollar a day. 

Jorge’s father suffers from silicosis, the so-called 
‘miners’ disease’, so Jorge is the main  
breadwinner for his family. Alex’s father is 
already dead. When Jorge starts developing 
silicosis, doctors advise him to stop mining 
immediately. But with his father so ill and his 
family dependent on his salary, how can he? 
(2008 / 45 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

BLOOD COLTAN 
 
The West’s demand for 
Coltan, used in mobile 
phones and computers, is 
funding the killings in 
Congo. Under the close 

watch of rebel militias, children as young as ten 
work the mines hunting for this black gold. ‘Blood 
Coltan’ exposes the web of powerful interests 
protecting this blood trade. Meet the powerful 
warlords who enslave local population and the 
European businessmen who continue importing 
Coltan, in defiance of the UN. (2007 / 52 MINS/ 
ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

BRAZIL: LANDLESS 
PEASANTS 
 
Regarded as terrorists by 
the authorities, the 
League of Poor Peasants 
is a semi-clandestine left-

wing organisation with 8,000 members. Their 
admirers see them as modern day Robin Hoods, 
confiscating land from the rich and giving it to the 
poor. But confrontations between armed 
peasants, police and landowners have already 
left hundreds wounded. We spent several weeks 
in one of their secret camps, following the 
combatants in action. (2009 / 52 MINS/ FR) 
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WANTED 
 
For centuries, America 
has been offering 
lucrative rewards for the 
capture of notorious 
criminals. Bounty hunting 

has become a recognised profession, spawning 
an entire industry. In the noble cause of fighting 
crime it seems that everyone has a price. 
Wanted terrorists, like Khalid Shaik Mohammed, 
were betrayed for the rewards placed on their 
head. But when vast sums of money are at 
stake, how can we be sure that justice is not 
being perverted? (2009 / 78 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

LIVING IN A 
MINEFIELD 
 
Cambodia is one of the 
most heavily mined 
countries in the world. In 
many rural areas, virtually 

all the fields and forest are mined. After her 
husband was killed, An Vi and her eight 
daughters were left with no choice but to risk 
their lives cultivating a mine-infested plot of land. 
“I just dig very shallow and don’t dare to hack,” 
Vi explains. “If there are deep mines then maybe 
we won’t reach them”. This is their story. (2007 / 
52 MINS/ ENG) 
 
 
 

A JOURNEY 
THROUGH HELL 
 
Every year, thousands of 
people die trying to make 
it to Europe. This 
shocking documentary 

reveals the realities of their journey. We travel 
inside a boat trafficking Africans to Yemen, the 
first stage of the trip to the West. Over 100 
people are crammed into the vessel. Denied 
food or water, they become ill and dehydrated. 
Anyone who complains is beaten. When the boat 
approaches the shore, the refugees are forced to 
jump overboard. (2007 / 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
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THE RACE FOR URANIUM 
 

Uranium, used to provide nuclear energy, 
has become one of the most coveted 

minerals in the world. It’s a resource that 
will become even more valuable in future, 

with plans to build another 250 nuclear 
power stations by 2050. In this exclusive 

documentary, we report on the struggle to 
secure Africa’s uranium. For the first time, 

cameras were allowed inside Congo’s 
Shinkolobwe mine, which provided the 

uranium for the atomic bombs of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Filmed also in 
Niger, we expose the secret deals and 

illegal traffic in Africa’s Uranium. (2009 / 
52 MINS/ ENG, FR)   



 
 
 

MANILA’S LOST 
CHILDREN 
 
In the shadows of 
Manila’s luxury shops 
and businesses live a 
hidden underclass of 

street children. They crouch in doorways and 
hide in cemeteries, constantly on the look out for 
the police. If caught, they risk being imprisoned 
in Reception Action Centres, which have 
become a symbol of the government’s 
repressive policy. With no one to care for them, 
what does the future hold for Manila’s lost 
children? (2008/ 46 MINS/ FR) 
 
 
 

THE HIDDEN FACE 
OF MARBELLA 
 
With its idyllic location 
and climate, Marbella 
aspired to be the Spanish 
San Tropez. It catered to 

the wealthy, attracting elites from all over the 
world. But it wasn’t just the scenery that attracted 
them. For years, authorities issued construction 
permits recklessly, allowing the anarchic building 
of luxury blocks. Land and apartments could be 
paid for in up to 50% cash – facilitating the 
laundering of drug money. Then the Spanish 
police decided to act. (2008/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

THE NEW GOLD 
RUSH   
 
Despite the financial 
markets being in turmoil 
and billions being written 
of the price of shares, 

there is one produce whose value keeps rising – 
gold. In the past five years, its value has 
increased by 125%, fuelling a new gold rush. In 
California, thousands of people, many of them 
unemployed Iraq veterans, have started panning 
for gold. There are plans to reopen old mines, 
even if this means evicting entire villages. (2009/ 
52 MINS/ FR) 
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SLAVES OF THE 
CYBERWORLD 
 
Want some work done 
cheaply and efficiently? 
Previously, companies 
had to pay professional 

wages and rely on the local labour market. 
Today, thanks to the internet, everything can be 
outsourced. It’s created a new class of ‘internet 
slaves’; people living in countries with no labour 
laws, doing professional work for a few dollars a 
day. We investigate how these developments 
are shaping the global market. (2007 / 52 MINS/ 
ENG, FR)  
 
 

 
JOHANNESBURG: 
THE MOST 
DANGEROUS CITY 
 
Every week, 80 people 
are murdered, 180 
women raped and there 

are 50 hold-ups in Johannesburg. This city, 
officially at peace, has become more dangerous 
than many war zones. While the rich retreat 
behind high walls and take ever more elaborate 
security precautions, the poor have come up with 
their own ways of dealing with the violence. Why 
has Johannesburg become so dangerous? We 
investigate. (2008/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

COSA NOSTRA 
 
For over 150 years, Cosa 
Nostra, the Sicilian Mafia, 
has maintained a 
stranglehold on Sicilian 
businesses, controlling 

the local economy via the "pizzo". But since 
2006, its power has come under sustained 
attack. First the Italian police arrested the 
"Godfather of Godfathers", Bernardo 
Provenzano. Now more and more residents are 
denouncing the Cosa Nostra and refusing to pay 
the pizzo. We reveal how the police targeted 
leading mafia families. (2008/ 52 MINS/ FR) 
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THE TWO FACES 
OF MIAMI 
 
It’s the playground of the 
rich and famous. The city 
that most embodies the 
excessiveness of the 

American dream. Every night in Miami, the 
beautiful people come out to play. But look 
beyond the glitz and glamour, the opulent parties 
and notorious nightlife. A few streets away, the 
walls are pock marked with bullet holes. Miami, 
the city of the young and beautiful, is fast 
becoming one of the most dangerous places in 
America. (2007/ 48 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

NEW GHETTOES OF 
AMERICA 
 
Every thirty minutes, 
another person is 
murdered in America. 
Gang violence is on the 

increase; gun crime is out of control. While the 
middle classes retreat behind walled 
communities, the gulf between rich and poor is 
getting wider. More and more people are trapped 
in poverty, struggling to get by. What can be 
done to help them? We peer inside these new 
ghettoes and see a different side of America. 
(2008/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

THE DARK SIDE OF 
MACAO 
 
Macao has dethroned 
Vegas to become the 
world’s most lucrative 
gambling centre. You can 

smell the new money everywhere – courtesy of 
China’s economic boom. But look beyond the 
bright lights. In the slums of Macao, desperate 
addicts hide from loan sharks. Illegal immigrants 
slave on towering constructions, while young 
women whore themselves in huge brothels. 
Welcome to the dark side of Macao. (2007/ 52 
MINS/ ENG, FR) 
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GAZA: INSIDE THE 
POWDER KEG 
 
A unique look at daily life 
inside Gaza. Since 
coming to power in 2006, 
Hamas boasts they have 

clamped down on drug dealers and local mafias 
and restored law and order to many 
neighbourhoods. Their social policies have won 
them the support of many. But Fatah accuses 
them of ruling through fear while Islamic Jihad 
claims to have seen a dramatic rise in 
membership since Hamas moderated its stance.  
(2009 / 54 MINS/ ENG, FR).   
 
 
 

PUTIN’S LITTLE 
SOLDIERS 
 
Under President Vladimir 
Putin, millions was 
invested in ‘patriotic 
education’, financing – 

amongst other things – summer military camps 
for children. Here, boys and girls aged between 
10 and 15 spend their holidays experiencing the 
rigours of military life. The day begins early with 
a long jog and military drills.  It’s estimated that 
every year, 12,000 children spend the summer 
here, learning how to defend the motherland. 
(2006/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

MOSCOW: THE 
NEW BABYLON 
 
Twenty years after the fall 
of Communism, Moscow 
now has more billionaires 
than any other country. 

The luxury goods market is exploding – Moscow 
has become the most expensive place in the 
world. But with 80% of Russia’s wealth 
concentrated in Moscow, the gap between the 
rich and poor has never been so wide. The rich 
are despised for robbing the country after the fall 
of the Soviet Union. We profile the changing face 
of Moscow. (2008/ 60 MINS/  FR) 
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KILLING GIRLS 
 

Russia has the highest abortion rate in the world. 
In a country with no sexual education 

programme, late term abortions have become an 
acceptable form of dealing with teenage 

sexuality. Meet 16 year old Valentina. She didn’t 
even realise she was pregnant until her mother 

noticed. Nastja, 17, became pregnant after being 
raped. She’s too frightened to tell her parents. 

And Sasha, 16, has had over 20 partners in the 
last five years and is preparing for her first 

termination. All three girls pass through the same 
clinic. We follow them as they enter and stay 

with them when they leave. But ‘Killing Girls’ is 
not just a documentary about abortion. It’s a 
story about moral and economic choices in 

today’s Russia. About values and 
consequences. And – above all – about three 

young girls, facing the toughest decision of their 
lives. (2009/ 80 & 52 MINS/ ENG) 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

 

 
 

 
 

 
NEW PIRATES OF 
THE CARIBBEAN 
 
For centuries, pirates 
have roamed the 
Caribbean, attacking 
ships and looting goods. 

But in addition to storming commercial vessels, 
today’s pirates have diversified into trafficking 
cocaine and gasoline and embezzling 
government funds. Even the UN votes of these 
small countries are up for grabs for those in the 
know. We examine why the Caribbean remains a 
modern zone of piracy. Is anything being done to 
end this corruption? (2008/ 52 MINS/ FR)  
 
 

 
GIBRALTAR: 
STRAIT INTO 
DANGER 
 
It’s a few kilometres wide, 
links Europe to Africa and 
is one of the most 

dangerous and patrolled waterways in the world. 
Every year, thousands of immigrants die trying to 
cross the Straits of Gibraltar into Europe. Not a 
week goes by without powerful speedboats, full 
of marijuana, making the same journey. We join 
the police on patrol hunting the traffickers and 
visit the detention centre where child immigrants 
are held. (2009/ 52 MINS/ FR)    
 
 
 

LITTLE SLAVES OF 
THE VOLTA LAKE 
 
In the small town of 
Yediji, Ghana, thousands 
of children aged between 
5 and 15 slave everyday 

for the fishermen. Sold by their parents for as 
little as $10, they can be beaten or killed by their 
masters. Their only hope is to survive until their 
fifteenth birthday, when they will be released.  
Joseph and Felix, both nine, are two such 
slaves. They spend their days diving and rowing, 
desperately waiting for the day they will be free. 
(2006/ 52 MINS/ FR)    
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GANGS OF RIO 
 
Drug dealing has become 
the main industry of the 
favelas of Rio de Janiero. 
Young boys enter the 
business as runners and 

are controlling their own drugs rings at sixteen. If 
they’re still alive. It’s estimated that 20% die 
within the first two years, usually killed by the 
police. Most work for more than 10 hours a day. 
We follow a group of young dealers for 18 
months and profile the new police force trying to 
take them on. It’s an incredible journey into the 
heart of the ghettoes. (2008 / 52 MINS/ FR)  
 
 

CHILDREN OF THE 
NIGHT 
 
More than 1.7 million 
civilians in Northern 
Uganda have been 
displaced by the civil war. 

Most of these are women and children. They live 
in Malaria ridden refugee camps, with their lives 
on hold. We join the midwives and nurses 
working in the camp’s makeshift hospitals. 
They’re determined to rebuild their communities, 
in the most desperate of conditions. An inspiring 
look at one of the world’s forgotten conflicts. 
(2007/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR)     
 
 
 

AFGHANISTAN: 
INTO THE WAR 
ZONE 
 
In the summer of 2008, 
we spent two months 
embedded with a 

regiment of French soldiers and American 
marines. From relaxing in camp to joining them 
on perilous patrols in a hostile territory, this is an 
intimate look at the soldiers’ daily lives. Includes 
excusive footage of the soldiers being caught in 
a violent ambush. Days after this report was 
filmed, ten soldiers from this regiment were 
killed. (2008 / 70 MINS/ FR)    
 
 
                                      17 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

WAR ON COCAINE 
 
Billions has been poured 
into the ‘war on drugs’ but 
Colombia’s cocaine 
factories keep on 
churning. Now a new 
phenomenon has 

emerged: the widespread use of Western 
tourists as “mules”, smuggling the drugs through 
customs. We follow the case of Michel, a French 
tourist now serving a long prison sentence in 
Bogota. This gritty documentary delves into 
Colombia’s seedy underworld and experiences 
the deadlocked war on all fronts. (2007/ 52 
MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

PATRIOT GAMES 
 
The US Marines. A corp 
of elite soldiers idolized 
by war films and 
venerated by Americans. 
But beyond the patriotic 

propaganda, what’s life really like for ‘the bravest 
of the brave’? We follow the recruiters looking for 
the next generation of marines. With the army 
death toll rising and support for the wars falling, 
their job is getting more and more difficult. And 
many of those who do want to enlist will fail the 
notorious marine selection course. (2009/ 52 
MINS/ FR)   
 
  

 
HISSÈNE HABRÉ   
 
On September 16, 2008, 
victims of Hissène Habré, 
former president of Chad, 
filed charges against him. 
They’re demanding the 

man described as ‘Africa’s Pinochet’, whose 
government killed 40,000 and tortured another 
200,000, stand trial for crimes against humanity. 
They want the trial to take place in Senegal, 
where Habre has claimed refuge. To put a 
former Head of State on trial in Africa would be a 
historic first. What hope do the victims have of 
succeeding? (2009/ 52 MINS/ FR)      
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RIGA: EUROPE’S 
NEW SEX TOURISM 
CAPITAL 
 
In the past few years, 
Riga, capital of Latvia, 
has become the new 

destination for sex tourists. The historic old town 
centre has been colonized by hostess bars, 
massage rooms and ‘welcoming’ hotels. Tourism 
has increased by 50%. But residents are angry 
their capital has become the new El Dorado for 
drunken tourists. They complain that these new 
tourists have no interest in the culture of their 
great city. (2008/ 52 MINS/ FR) 
 
 
 

PRIVATE ARMIES 
 
The rise of the private 
military contractor is 
transforming the way we 
wage war. They earn four 
times more than regular 

soldiers, act with impunity and – in Iraq – 
outnumber all non-US soldiers combined. 
‘Private Armies’ follows the training and 
development of these men. From skidding 
around a race track, practising escaping from 
kidnappers, to dodging bullets in Baghdad, it’s 
an eye-opening look at life as a private soldier. 
(2007/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 

 
GRACE: SLAVE ON 
THE STREET 
 
Meet Europe’s new sex 
slaves. Girls like 16 year 
old Grace, trafficked from 
Nigeria and forced into 

prostitution. They work seven days a week, 12 
hours a day, living in squalid bedsits and 
terrorised by their pimps. This investigation 
traces the sex trade back to its origins in Africa. 
We profile the madams getting rich at others’ 
expense and hear from the parents willing to sell 
their young daughters to strangers (2007/ 52 
MINS/ ENG, FR) 
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BABIES MADE IN 
INDIA 
 
India is one of the few 
countries which 
authorises payment for 
surrogacy. On the 

surface, it seems to be a win-win scenario. 
Infertile couples get to have a baby while the 
surrogate receives enough money to pay for her 
own children’s schooling or buy a house. But 
with so many ethical issues at play, can 
surrogacy really be treated like any other 
business? We follow one couple as they travel to 
India to have a baby. (2009/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

NORTH KOREA: 
CELEBRATION OF 
SPRING 
 
Every year on 15th April, 
North Korea celebrates 
the birthday of Kim Il 

Sung, founder of the People’s Republic. Millions 
are spent on these ‘Celebrations of Spring’. The 
event has become an elaborate display of 
propaganda, designed at inspiring nationalism. 
But the event also gives us an opportunity to 
peer inside one of the most closed countries in 
the world. We follow the artists as they prepare 
for the big day. (2009/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

FACING ANOREXIA  
 
A confronting look at the 
world of anorexics. 11 
year old Tessa has been 
fighting anorexia since 
she was 7. Her condition 

went undiagnosed for years because doctors 
thought she was too young to have an eating 
disorder. In this emotional film, Tessa and other 
sufferers open up to the cameras as we follow 
them through their treatment. They describe 
becoming addicted to pro-anorexia websites, 
being too weak to walk and how every day is a 
battle for survival. (2009/ 60 MINS/ ENG) 
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TOMI UNGERER VS AMERICA 

 
 

One morning in 1968, New York woke up to a 
new slogan: “Expect the Unexpected”. It was to 
become the slogan of sixties New York - a time 

of a cultural revolution: the anti-segregation 
movement, political riots, Peace and Love and 

the Rock Revolution. New York was at the center 
and every day you could…expect the 

unexpected. 
 

In this film, the author of that phrase, Tomi 
Ungerer, takes you on a journey to the America 

of the 1960s. But it’s not a nostalgic trip. Instead, 
it’s an explanation of the forces that shaped 

today’s America and predicts how the US will 
develop in future (2009/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 

 
 
 



 
 
 

THE CURSED 
FORTUNE OF 
NATIVE 
AMERICANS 
 
In 1988, the U.S. 
government granted 

Native Americans the right to open casinos on 
their reserves. It was a ruling that enabled the 
Seminoles to become the richest tribe in the 
United States. But for many, the money has 
become a curse, rather than a blessing. And - 
while a few tribes have made substantial profits 
from their casinos - the majority remain mired in 
poverty. (2009/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 

 
PAPARAZZI 
 
They stalk their 
Hollywood prey 24 hours 
a day, feeding the 
public’s insatiable lust for 
gossip and scandal. Their 

photos can make or break a career. But working 
as a paparazzi photographer is anything but 
glamorous. We take a behind-the-scenes look at 
the lives of these top celebrity photographers. 
Remarkably, during the making of this film, the 
agency profiled got a worldwide scoop – 
exclusive photographs of Britney Spears shaving 
her head. (2007/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

THIS IS FAMILY 
 
How has the notion of 
gay families evolved over 
the past decade? Is there 
such a thing as a typical 
gay family? This film 

profiles the diversity of gay households in 
America. Filmed in a mock “Desperate 
Housewives” style, complete with fake adverts 
for ‘gay’ products, it uses humour to underline its 
serious message. With the aspirations and way 
of life for gay households changing so quickly, is 
society adapting fast enough to keep up with 
them? (2008/ 90 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
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THIS DUST OF WORDS 
 
 

A hauntingly beautiful meditation on genius and 
madness.  Even at a young age, Elizabeth 

Wiltsee was different. With an IQ of 200, she 
was reading classical Greek at ten and taught 
herself Mandarin for fun. After graduating from 

Stanford, the world should have been Elizabeth’s 
oyster. But she shunned what she called ‘the 

fancy life’ to live on the fringes of society. Even 
the onset of mental illness could not deter her 

fiercely independent spirit. A decade later, 
parishioners in a small farming community would 
find her sleeping in the doorway of their church, 

apparently mute and adverse to all offers of help. 
A few years later, she calmly walked into the 
wilderness and waited to die. ‘This Dust of 

Words’ is an elegy for a life lived differently, right 
to the end.  (2009/ 59 MINS/ ENG) 
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WOMBS FOR RENT 
 
Surrogacy has been 
banned in France for over 
15 years. The law 
regards it as tantamount 
to the sale of babies. But 

it’s a practice that, nevertheless, is spreading 
illegally. A practice that couples and surrogate 
mothers carry on clandestinely. Where and how 
do infertile couples find women to bear their 
children? How big is the clandestine market and 
what are the human costs involved? We follow a 
couple and their surrogate through the process.  
(2006/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 

 
INSIDE CHINA’S 
CAMPUSES 
 
University years. A period 
of endless possibilities 
and utter freedom. Or 
maybe not for students in 

the People’s Republic of China. While Western 
peers are partying all night and sleeping all day, 
China’s young student cadres are marching in 
formation and chanting military slogans. But 
behind closed doors, they act surprisingly 
similarly. A remarkably frank look at the 
generation torn between communism and 
capitalism. (2007/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR)  
 
  

 
LITTLE RATS OF 
THE OPERA 
 
Every year, a group of 20 
children aged between 
nine and eleven are 
plucked from hundreds of 

applicants to join the prestigious School of 
Dance of the Opera de Paris. The lucky few will 
spend six months training every day, constantly 
being assessed, before competing for one of the 
few permanent places. We follow a group of 
children desperate to do anything to succeed. 
Who will make the final cut? (2006/ 2 x 52 MINS/ 
FR) 
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SEX IN THE CITY 
 
Los Vegas. The city of 
gambling, alcohol and 
sex. Every year, 40 
million visitors descend 
on this desert oasis, 

expecting to be entertained. The city is now the 
striptease capital of America. There are over 
15,000 strippers and Nevada is the only US state 
to license brothels and authorise prostitution. 
Through frank interviews with call girls, brothel 
owners and their clients, we lift the veil on how 
the sex business in Los Vegas functions. (2006/ 
42 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

SUPERBEAUTY 
 
Los Angeles. The city 
where people refuse to 
grow old. Thanks to the 
advances of modern 
science, everyone can be 

beautiful. But as a result, women who are 
already pretty are no longer happy. They want to 
be ‘superbeautiful’. Botox evenings are booming 
and they’re not just exclusively reserved for the 
rich. It’s goodbye to the scalpel and hello to the 
syringe. It costs a lot less than surgery but does 
it really work? What are the potential dangers? 
(2008/ 65 MINS/ FR)  
 
  
 

BRUNA 
 
Twenty years ago, an 
Israeli family adopted a 
baby Brazilian girl called 
Bruna. After two years, 
the biological mother 

turned up, claiming that she had never 
consented to the adoption. With the help of a TV 
crew, she petitioned the high court for her 
daughter’s return. Despite allegations that Bruna 
had been sold, the biological mother was 
granted custody. Bruna left Israel’s suburbs for 
the favelas of Brazil. What has happened to her 
since then? (2008/ 52 MINS/ ENG) 
 
                                      26 

�
 
 



 
 
 

SPECIAL 
BIRTHDAYS 
 
Today, a few games and 
a slice of cake is no 
longer enough for some 
children’s birthdays. You 

have to find the original idea to make the party 
unforgettable. Budgets range from €3,000 - 
€100,000, as competitive parents rush to outdo 
each other. Why spend so much? How do 
children react in the face of this spending frenzy? 
We follow several children and their families as 
they prepare for their parties. (2007/ 48 MINS/ 
FR) 
 
 

 
VENICE CARNIVAL: 
BEHIND THE 
SCENES 
 
For 12 days in January, 
Venice becomes the 
biggest stage in the 

world. Thousands of passionate enthusiasts 
descend to show off their costumes and party. 
For many, Carnival is the opportunity to "go 
wild", living the life of a borrowed, mystery 
character. Visit the luxurious private palaces, 
where the most sumptuous and eccentric parties 
are held. Venice carnival, like you’ve never seen 
it before. (2006/ 85 MINS/ FR) 
 
  
 

NINE MOONS OVER 
THE BERING 
 
In the furthest reaches of 
Siberia, more than 7,000 
km from Moscow, lies 
Ouelen, the last village in 

Europe. Cut off from everywhere else for six 
months of the year, life in Ouelen has remained 
unchanged for centuries. The Chukotkans who 
live here survive by hunting whales. But despite 
their best efforts, the Chukotkan are dying out. 
This beautifully filmed documentary profiles the 
last of the whale hunters. (2003/ 52 MINS/ ENG, 
FR) 
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UKRAINIAN BRIDES 
 
 

Meet Avinoam, Igal and Meir – three single 
Israeli men in search of wives. But with their best 

years behind them, they’ve given up on the 
women in their own country and are heading for 

Ukraine. With the help of matchmaking agencies, 
they plan a week-long marathon of blind dates 
and socialising. They offer the chosen girls a 

passport from poverty and the chance of a new 
life in Israel. But is it possible to pick a bride in a 
few days, especially when you don’t speak the 

same language? What will happen when the girls 
move to Israel? We follow the men on their quest 

and return eight years later to see which of the 
marriages survived.(2009 & 2000/ 2 x 52 MINS/ 

ENG) 
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BIG BUSINESS 
 
In the past 20 years, 
obesity rates in America 
have tripled. But while 
doctors despair, some 
people are making a 

killing. This eye-opening new film profiles the 
profiteers of morbid obesity. Visit the restaurant 
that invented the 8,000 calorie burger, where 
diners are pushed to their cars in wheelchairs 
and try out the products developed to cater for 
the morbidly obese – everything from extra large 
coffins to reinforced toilets. (2007/ 52 MINS/ 
ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

ANIMAL WARFARE 
 
From attacking scientists 
and destroying labs to 
desecrating graves and 
intimidating staff, militant 
animal rights activists are 

prepared to do anything to further their cause. 
How do they justify their actions? Are they 
freedom fighters or terrorists? This slick 
investigation goes undercover with the Animal 
Liberation Front. We join them on raids to 
liberate animals and hear from the scientists they 
target. A probing report into extremist activism. 
(2006/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 

 
TAKE MY HEART 
AND ROSES 
 
The poignant story of a 
Colombian street girl who 
became a Hollywood star, 
only to be sucked back 

into her former life of prostitution, drugs and 
violence. Leidy Tabares was 13 when she was 
‘discovered’ selling roses on the streets of 
Medellin, Colombia. Her breakthrough film, ‘The 
Rose Seller’ was a huge success and she 
became the toast of Cannes. But Leidy struggled 
to break with her past and today she is in prison 
for murder. (2005/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
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20 SECONDS OF JOY 

 
Three things are certain about base jumping. 

You will break your bones. You will watch your 
friends die. And – if you do it long enough – it will 

eventually kill you. In this heady, testosterone 
packed world, adrenaline junkie Karina Hollekim 
is regarded as one of the best of the best. We 

follow Karina for several years as she hurls 
herself of increasingly treacherous cliffs in 
search of the ultimate high. What compels 

someone to risk their life on a regular basis in 
this way? Is base jumping a way of ‘living life to 

the full’ or simply running away from your 
demons? And – when tragedy strikes – will the 

rush have proved worth the price? 2008/ 60 
MINS/ ENG) 

 
 



 
 

 
HELP! MY 
NEIGBOURS ARE 
BABOONS! 
 
In the beautiful town of 
Overburg, South Africa, 
the baboons are taking 

over. They’ve discovered that hunting and 
gathering is a lot easier in someone else’s well-
stocked kitchen. Unsurprisingly, their human 
neighbours are less than delighted. It’s up to the 
local park ranger to keep the peace. We follow a 
tribe of baboons as they show their babies how 
to break into houses, open fridges and remove 
French windows. (2006/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

NOLLYWOOD 
 
It’s the world’s third 
largest film industry, 
churning out more than 
1,500 films a year and 
changing the way the 

world views Nigeria. Films are made at any 
speed, with their reduced budgets reflected in 
the poor quality sound and pictures. In a country 
with few cinemas, these are films made entirely 
for the DVD market. Stories made by Africans for 
Africans. It’s a world where anyone can be a star 
and the hottest place to do business is Lagos 
market. (2009/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 

NEW FACE, NEW 
LIFE 
 
They call it the ‘Elephant 
Man’ disease. Sufferers 
of neurofibromatosis are 
deformed beyond all 

recognition, doomed to a life full of misery, pain 
and isolation. But in a world first, a surgical team 
from Paris plans to carry out a face transplant on 
one patient, Pascal Coler. It’s a huge medical 
challenge, fraught with potential dangers. Will 
the operation succeed? We follow Pascal and 
his doctors through the process. (2007/ 52 
MINS/ ENG, FR) 
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BEYOND GRIEF 
 
If your son was 
murdered, would you be 
prepared to meet his 
killer? In Iowa prison, an 
inspirational programme 

is helping victims come to terms with their loss. It 
encourages them to gain closure by meeting with 
their loved-one’s killers. After her son, David, 
was murdered by a friend, Cheri’s world 
collapsed. We follow Cheri over a year as she 
goes through the programme. It’s an inspirational 
story of courage and dignity in the face of 
overwhelming grief. (2005/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

RETURN TO GOOD 
MANNERS 
 
Who should go into a 
restaurant first – the man 
or the woman? At what 
moment should you kiss a 

woman’s hand? Good manners, so long in 
disuse, are back. Nadine de Rothschild, a guru 
of elegant living, has just opened an academy of 
etiquette in Geneva. Girls from good families, 
along with businessmen, jostle for places on her 
courses. In Texas, you can learn the correct way 
to eat a hamburger. Why has etiquette become 
so popular again?  (2008/ 110 MINS/ FR) 
 
 
 

I HAD A DREAM 
 
For the past 10 years, 
Hasan and Fatouma have 
lived in refugee camps in 
Somalia.  Now, as part of 
one of the world’s biggest 

migration programmes, they’re being relocated 
to Salt Lake, America. In a classroom converted 
into a Western flat, they are taught the basics of 
an American Way of Life. They have one week 
to renounce ancestral customs like polygamy 
and gain their ‘Diploma to Live in the Modern 
World’. We follow them through the programme. 
(2004/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
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FIGHTER PILOTS 
OF THE NAVY 
 
They’re the spearhead of 
the French armed forces, 
carrying out the most 
dangerous and difficult 

missions. They call them the “Knights of the 
Sky”. These men, endowed with extraordinary 
physical and mental abilities, have passed 
arduous tests to obtain the legendary title of 
“fighter pilot” and enter the tightly closed circle of 
aircraft carrier pilots. The selection process is 
merciless; only the best stand a chance of 
succeeding. (2006/ 70 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

THE INCREDIBLE 
ADVENTAGE OF 
ZANELLA’S SHIP 
 
For as long as he can 
remember, François 
Zanella dreamed of 

building a ship. But as he worked down in the 
mines and lived far from the sea, no one took his 
ambition seriously. Still, he refused to give up. 
For over a decade, he worked on his dream 
boat, building a 70 tonne masterpiece. Finally, 
his boat was ready. Filmed over 12 years, this is 
an inspirational story about following your 
dreams. (2006/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
  
 

COMMANDOES IN 
THE JUNGLE 
 
It’s the toughest 
commando course in the 
world. It takes place in 
the jungles of Colombia 

and lasts 73 days. The goal: to finish the course 
and qualify as a ‘lancero’. For the first time, we 
follow a group of trainees as they are put through 
their paces. We also hear from the Special 
Forces leader who supervises the course. He 
bases the mock interrogations on techniques 
used at Guantanamo Bay and in secret CIA 
prisons. (2006/ 47 MINS/ FR) 
 
                                      33 
�
�
�

History  
      & Crime 



 
 
 

PROJECT HUEMUL: 
THE IV REICH IN 
ARGENTINA 
 
At the end of World War 
II, many of the most 
important Nazi scientists 

were granted sanctuary in Argentina. Their goal: 
to continue working on the development of 
nuclear energy. The remote island of Huemul 
became their testing ground. In 1951 President 
Peron announced to the world that his 
administration had carried out the first controlled 
nuclear fusion test. A year later, the project was 
cancelled. Why? (2008 / 52 MINS/ ENG, SP) 
 
 
 

SECRET HISTORY: 
THE GULAG 
ARCHIPELAGO 
 
It was one of the most 
important books of the 
twentieth century. An 

account so shocking, few believed it could be 
true. But the real story of how Solzhenitsyn’s 
‘Gulag Archipelago’ came to be published is just 
as remarkable as the manuscript itself. Each 
section of the book was written in a different 
location. Then it had to be smuggled to the West. 
An unbelievable trip to the other side of the Iron 
Curtain. (2008 / 52 MINS/ ENG, FR)  
 
 

 
SATAN’S DOCTOR 
 
It was one of the most 
remarkable relationships 
of the Second World War. 
Alone, unarmed, a virtual 
prisoner, Himmler’s 

doctor, Felix Kersten, forced the Reichsfuhrer to 
trick and lie to Hitler. Week by week, month by 
month, Kersten saved thousands from the death 
camps. By the end of the war, he was spying for 
the allies, negotiating peace treaties and 
diverting entire convoys of prisoners to safety in 
Switzerland. And Himmler had come to be totally 
dependent on him. (2007 / 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
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THE GHOSTS OF MY LAI 
 

The massacre of hundreds of civilians at My Lai 
was a turning point in the Vietnam War. When 

photos of the killings were published, they 
reshaped public perceptions, creating an 

unstoppable momentum for peace. Forty years 
on, the main characters involved 

speak openly about their actions. We hear from 
the killers and the survivors, the journalists and 
the heroes, shedding new light on one of the 

most significant events of the twentieth century. 
(2008 / 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AN ISLAND 
CALLING 
 
The brutal murder of John 
Scott, Head of Fiji’s Red 
Cross, and his gay lover 
is still clouded in mystery. 

In a country that has become increasingly 
fundamentalist, many regarded the couple with 
hostility. Shortly before his death, Scott came to 
international acclaim during the 2000 coup. Was 
his murder a political assassination; the result of 
a soured love affair or an act of insanity? This 
award winning film uses the murders to examine 
Fiji’s recent history.  (2008 / 52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

TIBET: THE 
CHINESE LIE 
 
It’s been fifty years since 
the Dalai Lama’s dramatic 
flight across the 
Himalayas into exile. Fifty 

years of tireless struggle, watching in despair as 
the homeland he fled has become ’hell on earth’ 
under the Chinese and the identity and culture of 
his people comes under consistent attack. We 
look back through fifty years of Chinese rule, 
contrasting the Chinese propaganda with the 
testimonies of eyewitnesses and experts. (2009/ 
52 MINS/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

THEY CALL ME 
MOTHER 
 
When Jussi Biørn steps 
into his attic and finds his 
grandmother’s diary, his 
life suddenly changes. He 

discovers that far from living a conventional 
aristocratic life, his grandmother, Bodil Biørn, 
became caught up in the Armenian genocide. 
Retracing her footsteps in Turkey, Jussi meets 
the descendents of the people she saved and 
discovers how her independence and values 
defined new roles for women, paving the way for 
future generations. (2007/ 52 MINS/ ENG) 
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CYBER CRIMINALS 
 
Every day, an estimated 
600 millions computers 
connect to the internet. 
The virtual world had 
become the favourite 

hunting ground of criminals, costing several 
billion dollars every year. Banking accounts 
emptied, identities stolen, industrial secrets sold, 
people blackmailed. Who is leading this virtual 
mafia? What can be done to stop them? We join 
the policemen targeting the cyber criminals and 
hackers, tracing the network from Paris to Berlin 
and Moscow. (2009 / 45 MINS/ FR) 
 
 
 

MUTI MURDERS 
 
London, 21 September 
2001: In the murky waters 
of the Thames, a passer-
by discovers the body of 
a 5-year old boy. He had 

been sacrificed in a ritual murder. His arms, legs 
and head had been removed. For Scotland Yard, 
this discovery sparked the most intensive and 
most unusual murder investigation ever 
conducted. We follow their investigation and 
examine the links between the historical, 
religious and criminological backgrounds to ritual 
murder. (2006/ 52 MINS/ ENG, FR, GER) 
 
 

 
SERIAL KILLERS 
 
What turns someone into 
a serial killer? How do 
they go undetected for so 
long and what compels 
them to keep killing? 

Meet the criminal investigators and serial killers 
they profile. We examine the cases of Richard 
Cottingham, one of the most notorious killers of 
the 80s and Elmer Wayne Henley, who helped 
murder at least 27 young boys. Interviews with 
these criminals in prison help us develop a new 
understanding of their crimes. (2009 / 52 MINS/ 
ENG, FR) 
 
                                      38 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

ROOTS OF EVIL: 
MARC DUTROUX 
 
The definitive film on 
paedophile and serial 
killer Marc Dutroux, made 
with his collaboration and 

including exclusive interviews with his family and 
the police officers who investigated the case. 
What turned Dutroux into a serial killer? Was it 
nature or nurture? From his prison cell, Dutroux 
publicly comments on his crimes – crimes that 
caused a national scandal in Belgium and led to 
the reorganisation of the country’s criminal 
system. (2008/ 40 MINS/ ENG) 
 
 

 
BLACK DAHLIA: 
THE TRUE STORY 
 
The gruesome murder of 
Elizabeth Short, known as 
‘The Black Dahlia’, is one 
of America’s most famous 

unsolved crimes. It inspired numerous films and 
books and remains the source of widespread 
speculation. In this controversial film, ex-LAPD 
cop Steve Hodel, claims to solve the case. It’s a 
scandalous story involving Hollywood, secret S & 
M sex parties and one of the world’s most 
famous artists. We investigate. (2006 / 52 MINS/ 
ENG, FR) 
 
 
 

THE TRAFFIC IN 
CHINESE ART 
 
The market in Asian art 
and furniture is booming. 
Never has it been more 
popular. But how much of 

what comes onto the market is genuine? We 
discover how dealers, auctioneers and experts 
regularly work hand in hand to fleece customers. 
Chinese craftsmen agree to show us their 
techniques for aging new art objects. It’s a 
lucrative trade for forgers, who are now able to 
fool the most exacting scientific tests. (2009/ 52 
MINS/ FR) 
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DICING WITH DEATH 
 

9 x 52 mins 
 

Jumping onto moving trains in Mexico. Whizzing 
across Bolivia's mountains on home-made 

cables. Hitching onto fast-moving tourist boats in 
the Amazon. Everyday, children, migrants and 

workers brave extreme dangers in order to make 
ends meet.....or in search of the impossible 

dream. All risk being killed, living on the razor-
edge. In these thrilling films, we explore the 

lengths people go to to change their destinies. 
A documentary series in which extreme misery 

collides with incredible bravery. 
 

Episodes Include: 
 

      Colombia (2009)           Brazil (2008) 
      Siberia (2009)            Pakistan (2008) 
      China (2009)            Congo (2008) 
      Nepal (2008)            Bolivia (2008) 

       Mexico (2008) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dicing with 
        Death       
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BEST CHEFS 

 
�

A series of unique encounters with those who 
create and share today’s gastronomic delights. 
BEST CHEFS takes us on a journey into the 

history of the most beautiful gastronomic 
restaurants, making us feel at home in these 

dream havens. We go behind the scenes in the 
kitchens of these creative chefs, who share with 
us a few of their best-kept culinary secrets, while 

introducing us to the dishes that made them 
famous. Each of these great chef stakes us on a 
flavourful tour, introducing us to the artisans of 
taste who are their most trusted allies. (2004 - 

2007/ 65 x 25 mins/ ENG, FR) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Destination 
         Earth          

      Series II 
 

 
 

Directed by acclaimed photographer 
Yann Arthus-Bertrand, this stunningly 

filmed series captures the fragile beauty 
of the world in wide-angle. Each episode 

in this second series focuses on one 
of our planet’s key issues, from 

urbanization and population growth to 
global warming, taking viewers on a 

colourful and meaningful journey. (2004/ 
150 x 1’30/ FR) 



 
 
 

LET’S COOK HISTORY 
 

An entertaining five part series exploring the 
origins of our eating habits. Each episode 

reconstructs a famous meal from a different 
period in history, depicting the evolution of 
tastes, customs and world trades that have 

shaped our cuisine. (5 x 52 mins, 2005, Eng, Fr) 
 

Episodes include: 
 

The Roman Banquet        The Renaissance Meal 
Enlightenment Dining       The Medieval Feast 
                      Revolution in Eating 
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